Music doesn’t lie. If there is something that can be changed in this world, then it can only happen
through music - Jimi Hendrix.
Music has the power to connect us, to challenge us, to heal us, and to teach us things that words cannot. It reveals moments of magic even in the darkest of times. Music is so embedded in the deepest levels of our experience of what it is to be human, that at times we are as little aware of its role in our existence as we are of
breathing. Yet it is as much our source of life, and with it the power to change lives.
AMP’s orchestra is the heart that keeps us beating. This year with our ensemble bigger than ever before, AMP
has created the first standing combined schools orchestra in the history of our city! Through our programme,
learners from 6 different schools played together each week, learning custom-written scores created for them
through AMP's curriculum development project, which celebrates South African musical capital.

...AMP’s biggest ensemble yet!
Our orchestra has developed a significant reputation and has been invited to play at the opening of the Village Green at
the National Arts Festival for the past 3 years, as
well as other high-profile events and festivals.
Playing in an orchestral ensemble is one of the richest musical experiences a young learner can have,
combining a huge and diverse group of skills and learning methods together with the discipline of music. The AMP Orchestra is a real triumph for all residents of Makhanda, be they
the talented players themselves or the delighted and proud audiences.

AMP Camp
The AMP Camp, sponsored by ECPACC, has become an annual institution
and is the nurturing ground (or firelighter!) for the orchestra. In April 2018
we spent three days of intensive music rehearsals, instrumental workshops and training, interspersed with outdoor education, team building, a
salsa dance workshop, time to bond, time to reflect. All learners were
thoroughly exhausted by the end of each day; yet the majority
claimed that the worst part of the camp was having to go to bed!
The camp was also a time to explore and to challenge what it
means to be a music student, and we used this space to cocreate what we call “The AMP Promise”. Discussions took place
around the learners’ challenges at AMP, their goals and ambitions, and finally: what they need to do as AMP learners to surmount the challenges and achieve their goals. The result was 6
succinct promises which encapsulate all of these commitments:

“The AMP Promise”

Special performances, workshops and events
AMP Learners were privileged yet again this year to
participate in many experiences that have contributed
to their musical growth—as
performers, listeners, audience members, and in instrumental technique. Thanks to partnerships with SBNYJF, the National Arts
Festival, Rhodes University Department of Music and Musicology and
SAC/DSG, AMP’s programmes is enriched far beyond the classroom.

Anam Fulatela at
Acoustic Café
Masterclass at AMP by Sibongile
Khumalo!

AMP year-end concert
Samuel Ntsiko band

Dizu Plaatjies and Ibuyambo shared
their passion for African music

Sound tech programme!

All Strings Attached concert hosted
by SAC/DSG

AMP was fortunate to receive 6 iMac workstations and keyboards donated
by Point Blank Music Academy in London, UK! Together with the extremely
generous donation from Ableton of Push controllers and licences for their
software, it's safe to say that AMP's music tech lab is one of the most up-todate in the province, providing endless bounds for creativity!

AMP matric Success

Doorways Programme

AMP congratulates our 2018 Grade 12 class,
Bulelani Mfuku (bass guitar) Sandisiwe Future
Veto (cello) and Siyabulela Mfuku (alto sax).
They all passed their external Grade 5 exams in
both practical music and music theory! Special mentions to Bulelani and
Siyabulela who both achieved Merit passes! Siyavuyisani sinegugu ngani!

After matric, what next? Over the years AMP has assisted learners with navigating their post-school pathways. Through this
process we became aware that many of the challenges learners face during this transition period are deeper-seated issues
requiring attention during earlier schooling. As of 2018, the Doorways Programmes is developing into a substantial series of
structured sessions for all our Gr 8s-12s, building on a holistic approach to study
and career guidance through facilitating self-awareness and career consciousness.
We are most grateful to Corinne Knowles for volunteering her time with the learners and helping us to shape the vision of the programme, as well as to The Learning Trust and Department of Arts and Culture for financial and learning support.

Alumni news
AMP's first alumnus, Athenkosi Nelani, has completed his Bachelor of Music degree
at Rhodes University! Over the past four years, he has focused on musicology & ethnomusicology and studied voice in the opera style as a baritone. We are so very
proud of you, Athenkosi! Well done!

Internship Programme
With the generous assistance of Waainek Wind Power, AMP has been able to offer a
truly excellent internship programme in both 2017 and 2018. Our most heartfelt congratulations go to our 2018 intern, Yoland Bonani. Once a former AMP learner, we
have come to know and appreciate him as a member of the AMP staff! In addition to
getting his driving licence and developing many useful office and team skills, Yolanda
has excelled at practical music, music technology and dance. He played a brilliant
Grade 5 practical exam and passed with Distinction (87%), studied hard in our new lab
at Ableton Live showing a wonderful aptitude and instinct for electronic music, received first place in the Western Cape World Trials Ballroom competition and high
rankings in several other ballroom competitions this year. He has now started competing at Championship level and is looking forward to the SA Champs in December.
One of the highlights of Yolanda’s internship was travelling to Pretoria and Brits to receive lessons with undefeated South African Ballroom champion and expert dance
trainer and judge, Ms Tebogo Kgobokoe, as well as
observing training at her professional dance schools.
We wish Yolanda all the best as he begins his career
in the creative industry, pursuing music and dance
performance, teaching and production.

Intern: Yolanda Bonani

Dance lessons with Ms
Tebogo Kgobokoe

Sound tech

AMP plans for the future
AMP undertook a review of its programmes this year, and we have exciting plans for the future. We have drafted
a new programme structure, converting our existing 5-year (secondary school) course into a 7-year (primary and
secondary school) course, with allowance for admitting even younger learners who show exceptional potential.
This will raise AMP’s exit level to be more competitive with that at other schools, while elevating our learners’
overall musical achievement and development.
Extending our course is no small task, as we will be making a 7-year commitment to each individual who enters
our programme. We are aiming to implement these plans from 2019, and are in the process of mobilising resources for the additional instruments, part-time teachers and other means required.
In 2018 we shook up our classrooms with some exciting new approaches to music learning, based on the Musical
Futures model—incorporating processes typical in informal music-learning contexts, using learner-led aural modelling and song-writing projects, to promote knowledge-seeking, inquisitive musical minds, and love of learning.
The results were eye-opening and next year we will be building more on this approach.
I-AMP iya phambili!

Thank-you! - Siyabulela!
It takes a large and wide-spread community to create, sustain and grow AMP, and our hearts are warmed by the
amount of support and generosity each person has given, whether it be money, time, instruments, opportunities,
networks, skills, ideas, materials or simply great energy. We hope that you share in our pride at witnessing the
successes that have been possible through your support. Thank-you to our teachers: Gareth Walwyn, Shiloh
Marsh, Elijah Madiba, Kwazi Mkula, Lwazi Mkula, Denise Lesar, Julián Arenzon, Jayson Flanagan, Oyisa Ralo, Antonia Chela, Liz Campbell, Francois Mentoor, Ed Hazell, Katryn Nieuwoudt, Clifton Williams, Yolanda Bonani, Mrs
Joba, Mrs Makubalo, Mr Mata, Mrs Mvula, Mrs Oosthuizen, Mrs Papu, Mzoxolo Mkontwana; our staff and colleagues: Thozi Ngeju, Khanyisile Mboya, Jason Speckman, Carol Poole, Matthieu Maralack; and our volunteers:
Asakhe Cuntsulana, Pamela Eapen, Shaan Forster, Mzoxolo Mkontwana, Kiyon Brandford, Anelisa Kelemi, Alexandra Giordano, Sthembiso Sukazi, Eduard Andersen, Katryn Nieuwoudt, Antonia Chela, Siphosethu Twani, Callula
Clay-Smith, Tanya Brown, Elethu Heshu, Susan Kunju, Mncedisi Tony Jacob, Corinne Knowles and Jobst Bodenstein. We are grateful to the Arkwork for Art board of directors for the time and commitment they give to the organisation: Elijah Madiba, Sebastian Jamieson, Corinne Knowles, Richard Poole, Sylvester Appollis and Dylan
McGarry. Last but not least, thank you to the AMP learners for everything they contribute in passion, time, effort,
commitment, helping hands, leadership, and ideas!

Our work would not be possible without our many sponsors and partners (logos below) as well as the many individuals who have supported AMP financially and in kind (see website for full list).
AMPlify us! There are many different ways you can play a part in the AMP community and
get involved with the exciting work of our young musicians – for detailed information about
ways to support, see https://accessmusic.org.za/donate/. Please also take a look at our exciting new website, which was launched earlier this month!
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