10 years of AMP: A reflection
What does it take to start a music school? It all started in January 2011 with 2 ambitious but naive volunteer teachers, 10 music-loving kids, 1 second-hand set of marimbas and even more
second-hand drum kit – and finally 1 Toyota Tazz with roof bars
(in, on and around which one must be able to squeeze all of the
aforementioned people and things!).
That recipe is not quite complete. It also took support from a
generous community of local NPOs, schools, organisations,
businesses and individuals (http://accessmusic.org.za/partners)
who believe that it is important for musical children to have
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100s of performances

Highlights have been: seeing some of our most talented and hardworking learners accessing tertiary music studies (one of whom is
2 major performance tours
9 performances at National Arts Festival events
completing a Masters degree in music and is now a part-time
3 special awards for impact in and service to the
teacher at AMP); following the journeys of our alumni as they accommunity
cess meaningful post-school opportunities; and witnessing young
people in our programme grow in confidence and commitment, working hard, thriving in ensemble rehearsals,
revelling in the joy of music and enjoying being a part of something much bigger than themselves.
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AMP has published an annual newsletter every year since 2012 – for more historical highlights, view our newsletters archive here: http://accessmusic.org.za/resources.

New intake 2020!
In February a couple of hundred enthusiastic
young learners came to get a taste for making
music. Up until now, AMP’s academic music programme was limited to secondary school learners,
but in 2020 we opened it up to primary school
learners and we are very excited about what this
will do for the programme.
AMP takes an open-arms approach to recruitment, knowing that children need a chance to try
out new things, and that by the end of the year
the cohort will have settled to a manageably-sized
group of committed learners with a hunger for
studying music. Three streams are offered to the

young beginners: strings (starting
on violin), wind (starting on pennywhistle) and rhythm section
(starting on drums). The initial size
of the groups prompted us to think
of creative ways to get our youngsters learning – our pennywhistle group is learning arrangements of well-known
South African kwela, marabi
and pop, while we employed
techniques from the Argentinian method of la bomba
del tiempo to introduce basic literacy in our drum group.
Although these lessons went on pause during the first stages of national lockdown, we kicked back into action on 31 August when schools reopened, and
learners completed their end-of-year assessments in late November with good
results.
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Teaching under lockdown
Masks, distancing and outdoor classes became the order of the day. Like many education programmes, AMP also experimented with digital teaching and learning methods this year, and
even online examining! We are proud of both teachers and learners who had to make the mental shift to using digital platforms, and come up with creative solutions to problems of bad audio
quality, network delays and the likes. While there is no substitute for in-person teaching, we were able to continue
with a substantial amount of work remotely when needed, and because of this we enabled almost all of our learners to meet their academic targets within good time. We are particularly proud of our senior class of 6 learners
who wrote the ABRSM Gr 5 music theory exam in October, all passing well and 4 achieving merit passes (above
80%), with a great deal of the preparation work having taken place via WhatsApp messaging.

Learners achieve excellent results in ABRSM
Gr 5 music theory exams

Special events &activities
The usual rich array of special activities that our
learners typically enjoy was greatly limited this year
due to the coronavirus pandemic. However there
were a few highlights that made the year for us. In
March, AMP learners participated in the massed
choir performances at Masicule 2020. AMP was particularly proud of one of its own vocal stars – Anam
Fulatela – who performed a duet with Cally Still from
the Diocesan School for Girls.

Anam and Cally—Masicule 2020

In July, AMP learners participated in the virtual Standard Bank
National Youth Jazz Festival, being sponsored with passes to
the festival shows, as well as mobile data in order to access
the online platform, gaining access to some world class performances.
Every third quarter, AMP holds an
internal concert. At this year’s
AMP internal concert
concert, we reflected on what
being a member of AMP means
to our learners, as part of the
global Lights On After School
Campaign recognising the significant and often life-changing role
that after-school programmes such as AMP play in the
lives of learners in our communities.
In November, AMP’s senior band had the fantastic opportunity to perform as part of a digital event: the Rhodes University Community Engagement (RUCE) Awards Ceremony. We were excited to feature in RUCE’s event as we have
long been one of their community partners, benefiting from the Engaged Citizens Programme which has connected us
with many student volunteers over the years.

PLAY MZANSI Project

AMP was excited to announce the launch of an ambitious and
ground-breaking new project in 2020 – the Play Mzansi Project.
The purpose of the project is to develop a set of accessible and exciting sheet music resources using iconic South African music, so
that music learners can study repertoire from the South African
canon as part of their formal music studies. The written music will
be carefully graded to guide learners through different levels of
learning from beginner to advanced, and will be delivered through
an interactive app, together with audio tracks.
We anticipate that the Play Mzansi series will be a mechanism through which South Africa’s incredibly rich musical
heritage, which is thriving in informal music contexts and in the industry, can start to hold a legitimate place in the
formal education system, and be valued by young South Africans.
A huge thanks to the National Arts Council for assisting us to get this project off the ground! Read more about the
project here: http://playmzansi.co.za/. If you would like to contribute to our survey and tell us which South African
songs and artists you think best represent the South African sound, you can take the survey here: http://
playmzansi.co.za/survey/

Farewell to our volunteer; welcome to our intern
The coronavirus pandemic forced us to bid an early farewell to our German volunteer
from Volunta, Matti Musfeld-Bongartz, who was recalled to Germany just before the
lockdown began. Matti was an incredible asset to AMP during his time with us, working
with our saxophone learners, pennywhistle group, playing in the big band, and providing technical, administrative and logistical support to very many aspects of the programme. In June 2020 AMP was fortunate to secure funds to recruit an intern, and took
on Ongezo Skiti (aka Sharka) – an AMP alumnus. Sharka started out as a piano learner at
AMP in 2012, and has been dedicated to AMP
ever since. We were extremely pleased to
offer him a place on the team, and he has
been a stable rock during this challenging
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time, especially in his role implementing our
Musfeld-Bongartz
coronavirus protocols. As part of his internship not only is Sharka is gaining valuable work experience but also furtherAMP intern Ongezo Skiti
ing his piano studies, working towards his driver’s licence, and shadowing live
production.

Learner support
AMP’s Doorways Programme continued to provide helpful support to matric learners at AMP applying for tertiary
studies. We eagerly await the outcomes of their applications. Our Gr 10 & 11 learners, together with learners from
the Village Scribe Association benefitted from some rewarding Saturday guidance sessions, including topics such as
self-knowledge, situational adjustment, public-speaking and debate.
The coronavirus pandemic highlighted just how vulnerable our learner community is in the face of a crisis. Many of
our learners and their families suffered loss of income, food insecurity
and psychological stress during the lockdown, as well as loss of loved
ones, and had little or no access to relief. In 2020 AMP was able to
broaden its usual scope of engagement by assisting some of our
learners and their families with food parcels. Through a partnership
with Lebone Centre and The Learning Trust, food parcel deliveries
were organised the families, between August and October 2020. AMP
plans to continue to provide food assistance in small ways where we
can. Anyone wishing to make a donation can make a payment into
our bank account with the reference ‘Food Security’, drop off dry/
preserved goods at the Joza Youth Hub, or contact us to organise a
collection.

Concluding remarks

Well done to all learners on
their achievements!

During this challenging year AMP provided a safe and positive space
that kept learners engaged during the time when schools were
closed, and when many other children turned to destructive habits
such as drug abuse. We gave learners strength and focus to see that
they could continue to pursue and achieve their goals even amidst
a global disaster. The study of music must be a continuous effort –
something which the long break imposed by lockdown had the potential to undo. We therefore recognise the great commitment and
effort made by our learners and our teachers, and we are so proud
of their achievements this year. Well done to you all for keeping the
AMP flame burning!

How can you get involved?
Here are a few ways in which you could play a part in AMP’s work:

Donate
AMP is running a crowdfunding campaign through BackaBuddy. Small
donations from ordinary people all add up to a significant contribution.
Donate to AMP this Christmas and help us to reach our target. See http://
backabuddy.co.za/charity/profile/amp.

YOU can raise funds for AMP by plugging into our BackaBuddy campaign
and pledging your birthday, climbing a mountain or dedicating an upcoming event to AMP. Read more here: http://accessmusic.org.za/champions

Get a MySchool card
Get a MySchool card FOR FREE. When you spend at one of MySchool’s
many partner stores, a percentage will be donated to AMP on your behalf,
at no cost to you! Read more here: http://accessmusic.org.za/myschool

AMP welcomes volunteers in the following capacities, and more: Teaching (music theory/aural, sound technology, instrument lessons, marimba bands); Administration; Marketing and publicity; Fundraising; Career guidance for learners; General assistants on
camps / tours; Media support. Contact us for more information.

Sponsor a learner’s instrument tuition or theory tuition
per annum, or a learner’s external theory or practical
exam. You could also choose to sponsor one of AMP’s
ensembles. See our website for costs per annum.

Donate/sponsor an instrument
Donate a new or second-hand musical instrument to AMP. Donated instruments will belong to the programme itself, but are allocated to particular
learners for the duration of their time at AMP. Learners take the instruments
home to practice. Contact us to find out what instruments we need. We also
use PA equipment (speakers, amplifiers, etc) and are in need of music stands.

Make a contribution to catering, transport or materials

For more details on all of these, visit: http://accessmusic.org.za/donate/

Thank-you! - Siyabulela!
To the great number of people and organisations who contributed to AMP, your support was hugely appreciated
in this unprecedentedly challenging year of 2020. Thank-you to our teachers: Julián Arenzon, Tessa Campbell, Ilana Chirombo, Yoliswa Gusha, Susan Kunju, Jayson Flanagan, Devon Florence, Elijah Madiba, Bonelela Mavuso,
Francois Mentoor, Kwazi Mkula, Lwazi Mkula, Athenkosi Nelani, Gareth Walwyn, Mrs Joba, Mrs Makubalo, Mr
Mata, Mrs Oosthuizen, Mrs Stamper, Mrs Papu; our staff and colleagues: Mandy Carver, Shiloh Marsh, Matti
Musfeld-Bongartz, Thozi Ngeju, Ongezo Skiti, Jason Speckman, Carol Poole, Michelle Weyl; and our volunteers:
Julián Arenzon, Asakhe Cuntsulana, Leigh Maine, Sbu Ndemka, Obianuju Njoku, Sthembiso Sukazi, Matti MusfeldBongartz, Corinne Knowles, Jobst Bodenstein, Gareth Walwyn and Michelle Weyl. We are grateful to the Arkwork
for Art board of directors for their service and support: Sylvester Appollis, Katlego Gabashane, Corinne Knowles,
Sebastian Jamieson, Susan Kunju, Elijah Madiba, Xolile Madinda, and Etienne Walters. Well done to the AMP
learners for their incredible commitment and significant achievements in such a difficult year.
Our work would not be possible without our many sponsors and partners (logos below) as well as the many individuals who have supported AMP financially and in kind (see website for full list).
HOW CAN YOU BE A PART OF AMP? AMPlify us! There are many different ways you can get involved with the
exciting work of our young musicians – for detailed information see:
CONTACT US
Like us on
071 121 4081
Facebook!
http://accessmusic.org.za/donate/.
amp@accessmusic.org.za
http://accessmusic.org.za
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